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Numbers 35 : 6 – 34 
Deuteronomy 4 : 41 – 43 
Deuteronomy 19 : 1 -14 



What is 
the goel 
hadam 

(avenger of 
blood)?



Numbers 35

… 6 “Six of the towns you give the Levites 
will be cities of refuge, to which a person 
who has killed someone may flee. In 
addition, give them forty-two other 
towns. …
… 12 They will be places of refuge from the 
avenger (of blood), so that anyone accused 
of murder may not die before they stand 
trial before the assembly. 13 These six towns 
you give will be your cities of refuge. 14 Give 
three on this side of the Jordan and three in 
Canaan as cities of refuge.



Numbers 35

… 15 These six towns will be a place of refuge 
for Israelites and for foreigners residing 
among them, so that anyone who has killed 
another accidentally can flee there…
25 …The accused must stay there until the 
death of the high priest, who was 
anointed with the holy oil.26 “‘But if the 
accused ever goes outside the limits of the 
city of refuge to which they fled 27 and the 
avenger of blood finds them outside the city, 
the avenger of blood may kill the accused 
without being guilty of murder.



Numbers 35

… 6 “Six of the towns you give the Levites will 
be cities of refuge, to which a person who 
has killed someone may flee. In addition, 
give them forty-two other towns. …
… 12 They will be places of refuge from the 
avenger (of blood), so that anyone accused 
of murder may not die before they stand 
trial before the assembly. 13 These six 
towns you give will be your cities of 
refuge. 14 Give three on this side of the 
Jordan and three in Canaan as cities of 
refuge.



Found through 
out the land

No more than 
1 day’s Journey



Gates are 
always open



Good roads
No obstacles 



…remain there 
until the High 
Priest dies



Only 6 
cities?









1. Gate to 
Jesus is always 

open
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2. The road to 
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1. Gates are 
always open

2. The road to 
Jesus is easily 

accessible

3. Jesus lives 
forevermore



We are 
the body 
of Christ



6 Physical Cities + the Church



The Church – A City of Refuge



1. Gates are always 
open

2. The road to Jesus is 
easily accessible

3. Jesus lives 
forevermore
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