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CHRONICLES
• Probably written by a ‘Chronicler’ after the 

Israelites returned from their Babylonian exile 

• Summarises all of Jewish scripture as the final 
book in the traditional Jewish order of the Bible 

• Weaves together stories from the past to give 
hope for the future, focusing on elements of 
history that God wanted the returning Jews to 
meditate upon





1 CHRONICLES 17
• Parallels 2 Samuel 7 

• 3 distinct parts: 

1. David’s wish to build a permanent home 
for the Ark of the Covenant (v. 1-2) 

2. God’s covenant promise to David spoken 
through prophet Nathan (v. 3-15) 

3. David’s prayer of response  (v. 16-27)



– 1 Chronicles 17:1-2

“Now when David lived in his house, David 
said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold, I 

dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord is under a tent.””  And 

Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in 
your heart, for God is with you.”” 









What was the condition of David’s 
heart, such that Nathan proclaimed 
that God was with him, and would 

support all his endeavours?



#1. A heart that is humble



– 1 Chronicles 17:16

“Then King David went in and sat before 
the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, 

and what is my house, that you have 
brought me thus far?””



– 1 Chronicles 17:20

“There is none like you, O Lord, and there 
is no God besides you, according to all that 

we have heard with our ears.”







#2. A heart that acknowledges 
God’s Sovereignty 



– 1 Chronicles 17:4

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the Lord: It is not you who will build me a 

house to dwell in.” 



– 1 Chronicles 17:19

“For your servant's sake, O Lord, and 
according to your own heart, you have 

done all this greatness, in making known 
all these great things.” 







#3. A heart that believes                   
in God’s promises



– 1 Chronicles 17:23

“And now, O Lord, let the word that you 
have spoken concerning your servant and 

concerning his house be established 
forever, and do as you have spoken,” 











How can we condition our heart, 
such that God is with us in all our 

endeavours?




