


Discussions and Angles of Approach

The medical views it from the research perspective.

The societal views it from the democracy perspective.

The legislative views it from the reason perspective.



Today’s Focus: God’s Perspective

Theological perspective: What is God’s design of 
humanity? 

Biblical perspective: What does the bible say about 
homosexuality in both OT and NT?

Pastoral perspective: How should the church 
respond?
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Common Terms:

Homosexual Orientation / Inclination / SSA:
"An enduring pattern of emotional, romantic, and/or
sexual attractions" to people of the same sex. That
means whenever a person feels any form of
attraction, it is always towards someone of the same
sex.

Sexual Behaviour / Act
The desire is actualized in sexual acts whether once
or on a frequent basis
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Image of God
Gen 1:26-27
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them.



Image of God
Some important questions raised:
• Am I, a person struggling with SSA, created 

in God’s image?
• Are same-sex monogamous and loving 

relationships or unions within God’s intention 
for humanity? 



Image of God
Gen 1:26: Human beings are created in the 
image and likeness of God.



Image of God
Three views: Substantive

RelationalFunctional



Image of God
Three views:
• Substantive

v Certain qualities in man that resemble God 
e.g. power of reason, free will



Image of God
Three views :
• Functional

v Image has to do with ability to rule over the 
rest of creation



Image of God
Three views :
• Relational

v Image has to do with ability to relate to 
God and other people. 

v Most basic between humans: that between 
man and woman



Image of God
• Man has certain essential qualities (e.g. 

creative power) and moral qualities (e.g. 
righteousness)

• Still has the image even after the Fall
v God prohibits murder because man is 

made in God’s image “Whoever sheds the 
blood of man, by man shall his blood be 
shed, for God made man in his own 
image.” Gen 9:6 



Image of God
• But sin corrupted this image
• Know the image of God by one man – Christ 

(Heb 1)



Image of God
The work of Christ is to restore the image lost 
through sin
• Eph 4:22-24: put away the old self and put on 

the new self. The ‘new self’ which is created 
to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness

• Col 3:9-10



Image of God
Q: Are people with SSA made in the image of 
God? 
• Yes, people with SSA are made in the image 

of God!
• Image of God is intrinsic to us
• God wants to restore us to the likeness of 

Christ, his Son. 



People with SSA are made in God’s 
image, precious and valued!



Image of God
Three views: Substantive

RelationalFunctional



Image of God
Three views: Substantive

RelationalFunctional



Relational aspect
Question:
Are same-sex monogamous and loving 
relationships or unions within God’s intention for 
humanity?



Relational aspect
Gen 1:27
• Creation of human beings as male and 

female is an important aspect of the ‘image of 
God’. 

• To fully understand the image of God, we 
need both male and female. 



Relational aspect
Gen 1:27
So God created man in his own 
image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.

Further 
description



Relational aspect
Gen 1:27
• Humans are created to be in fellowship with 

one another
• God is a relational Being
• He created man as a relational person
• He ordered a man-woman relationship in its 

most basic form



Relational aspect
• Most basic : between man and woman. 
• A relationship of complementarity, not of 

exact equivalence or complete difference



Relational aspect
• Adam searched for a companion but found 

none. God provided Eve as his companion. 
He found Eve to be similar but in ways 
different from him. 

• If the woman is exactly like the man, his 
solitariness would remain

• Marriage - the ultimate form of                     
man-woman relationship. 



Relational aspect
Question: 
What about the singles, the widowed and the 
divorced in our community? Are they 
incomplete in terms of relationships?



Relational aspect
Response: 
Marriage is just the ultimate form. It does not 
mean that all must end up married. But we do 
need both men and women in community; we 
need to relate to people of opposite sex to 
experience humanity in its fullness in terms of 
the relational aspect.



Relational aspect
• Marriage: the coming together of two 

complementary persons, physically, sexually, 
emotionally and sociologically

• We are all embodied beings, body-persons
• Not just a spiritual being
• Have a physical body, giving visible form 

to our being



Marriage
“sexual union is not merely a joining of heart 
and mind; it must also be a physical joining of 
bodies in which the proper functioning of body-
persons as male and female is recognised...”



Marriage
“…Any lack of congruence must be regarded 
as a reflection of an abnormal human condition. 
We must once again take seriously the Christian 
doctrine of the Fall…” 



Marriage
“…advocates for homosexuality have denied 
the need for total congruence by reducing the 
physical determinant of personhood to virtual 
insignificance…the sexual act becomes purely 
a matter of emotional complementarity” 
(Homosexuality, p75-76)



Marriage
From a theological perspective informed by 
Scripture, what God intended in a two-
becoming-one union is a male-female union. 



Marriage
• Important practical implication: potential for 

procreation. 
• God wants humanity to flourish. God has his 

design and plan for human flourishing and 
that is through marital union between a man 
and a woman. 



In God’s plan and design, marriage 
is between a man and a woman



Sin
Question:
Is same-sex attraction considered sinful?



Sin
What is sinful nature?
• An inward condition or disposition
• An inclination of a person to disobey or rebel 

against God.
• Gen 6:5 “…every intention of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil continually”



Sin
• Sins refer to thoughts (Matt 5:27-28) and acts
• Relationship between the two:

Sinful nature inclines us to sinful thoughts and 
acts (Matt 15:19)



Sin
• All of us have sinful nature -> in need of 

redemption, 
• Bible generally condemns the sinful thoughts 

(e.g. lustful thoughts) and acts. 



Sin
• Distinction made between homosexual 

orientation and homosexual acts. 
• Most Christians consider only the latter to be 

sinful.



Sin
• Same sex orientation - an exclusive attraction 

towards persons of the same sex       
experience same sex attraction or act on it. 



Sin
• Same-sex attraction

v Experience spontaneous attraction
v Tempted to entertain lustful thoughts? 
v At the crossroads – he can either choose 

to give in to temptation or give it up to 
God.



Sin
• Same sex orientation or attraction by itself is 

not sinful. However, if a person acts 
(including thoughts) on his same sex 
attractions, then it is sinful and the person is 
guilty.
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Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Re-interpreters:
1. There is no sexual overtone, its only about 

knowing, being acquainted with the visitors.
2. It is not about homosexuality. They are 

punished for inhospitality and gang rape.



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of 
Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, 
surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where 
are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us, that we may know (yada) them.” 6 Lot went out to the 
men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and said, “I 
beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I 
have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me 
bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only 
do nothing to these men, for they have come under the 
shelter of my roof.”



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Possible Interpretations of yada:
1. Knowing, learning about something, gaining 

knowledge
2. Knowing a person, be acquainted with
3. Knowing a person in terms of sexual relation
4. Knowing / acquiring a skill



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of 
Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, 
surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where 
are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us, that we may know (yada) them.” 6 Lot went out to the 
men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and said, “I 
beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I 
have two daughters who have not known (yada) any man. 
Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you 
please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come 
under the shelter of my roof.”



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Re-interpreters:
1. There is no sexual overtone, its only about 

knowing, being acquainted with the visitors.
2. It is not about homosexuality. They are 

punished for inhospitality and gang rape.



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the 
men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to 
the last man, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to 
Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 
them out to us, that we may know them.” 6 Lot went out to 
the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and 
said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so 
wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who have not 
known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to 
them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for 
they have come under the shelter of my roof.”



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Traditional view:
God has pronounced judgement to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah before the encounter 
with the 2 men, hence indicating that the 
practice of homosexuality was the main issue. 



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Traditional view:
God has pronounced judgement to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah before the encounter 
with the 2 men, hence indicating that the 
practice of homosexuality was the main issue. 



Gen 19 – Men of Sodom
Conclude Gen 19:
- Passage identifies homosexual practices 
- Judgement could be either homosexual 

practices or gang rape, or both.



Judg 19 – Levite and his concubine
22 As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the 
men of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, 
beating on the door. And they said to the old man, the 
master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into 
your house, that we may know (yada) him.” 23 And the 
man, the master of the house, went out to them and said 
to them, “No, my brothers, do not act so wickedly; since 
this man has come into my house, do not do this vile 
thing. 24 Behold, here are my virgin daughter and his 
concubine. Let me bring them out now. Violate them and 
do with them what seems good to you, but against this 
man do not do this outrageous thing.”



Compare Gen 19 and Judg 19
- Both Homosexual and Heterosexual abuse and 

rape were condemned. 

- Gang rape to be condemned. 



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Re-interpreters:
1. Leviticus is against temple prostitution, not 

consensual homosexual practices.
2. It is about man having sexual intercourse with 

young boy, it is not consensual between man and 
man.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Lev 18:22: You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; 
it is an abomination.

Lev 20:13: If a man lies with a male as with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomination; they shall 
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Lev 18 is a description of the abomination acts; 

Lev 19 is a description of the God’s holiness and holy 
living of the community; 

Lev 20, is the pronouncement of judgement upon 
these acts based on the violation of God’s holiness.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Re-interpreters:
1. Leviticus is against temple prostitution, not 

consensual homosexual practices.
2. It is about man having sexual intercourse with 

young boy, it is not consensual between man and 
man.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Lev 18:22: You shall not lie with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman; it is an abomination.

Lev 20:13: If a man lies with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman, both of them have committed an abomination; 
they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon 
them.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Lev 18:22: You shall not lie with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman; it is an abomination.

Lev 20:13: If a man (ish) lies with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman, both of them have committed an abomination; 
they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon 
them.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Consider Deut 22:25-26:
25 But if in the open country a man meets a young
woman who is betrothed, and the man seizes her and
lies with her, then only the man who lay with
her shall die.26 But you shall do nothing to the
young woman; she has committed no offense
punishable by death. For this case is like that of a man
attacking and murdering his neighbour



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Lev 18:22: You shall not lie with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman; it is an abomination.

Lev 20:13: If a man (ish) lies with a male (zakar) as with a 
woman, both of them have committed an 
abomination; they shall surely be put to 
death; their blood is upon them.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
Re-interpreters:
1. Leviticus is against temple prostitution, not 

consensual homosexual practices.
2. It is about man having sexual intercourse with 

young boy, it is not consensual between man and 
man.



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination
English: 
You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; 

Hebrew:
You shall not lie with a male lying of a woman; 



“Pick up the cat that’s lying on the sofa.”



“Pick up the cat that’s lying on the sofa.”

Active 



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination

English: 
You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; 

Hebrew:
You shall not lie with a male lying of a woman; 

Active 



Lev 18 and 20 – The Abomination

Hebrew:
You shall not lie with a male lying of a woman; it is an 
abomination.

Conclude:
Consensual homosexual act is wrong.

Active 



Summary of OT Passages
• The act of homosexuality is considered as an 

abomination and the logical deduction of the 
judgement upon Sodom and Gomorrah has a high 
possibility of God’s anger against the abomination.

• OT is silent about SSA. Is SSA then an 
abomination?



New Testament
The NT verses to be discussed:
• 1 Cor. 6:9-10
• 1 Tim. 1:9-10
• Rom 1:26-27



NT
1 Cor. 6:9-10 (ESV)
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God.



NT
1 Tim. 1:9-10 (ESV)
understanding this, that the law is not laid down 
for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, 
for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their fathers and 
mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, 
liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to 
sound doctrine



NT
Question: 
Is the translation of the two passages correct? It 
appears that the Greek words used do not refer 
to homosexuals.



NT
1 Cor. 6:9-10 (ESV)

‘men who practice homosexuality’ 
• Comprises 2 Greek words: 

malakoi & arsenokoitai



NT

*The two Greek terms translated by this phrase refer to the 
passive and active partners in consensual homosexual acts

Translation Malakoi
(1 Cor 6:9)

Arsenokoitai
(1 Cor 6:9, 1 Tim 1:10)

ESV men who practice homosexuality*

KJV effeminate Abusers of themselves 
with mankind

NLT Male prostitutes Practice homosexuality



NT
Translation Malakoi

(1 Cor 6:9)
Arsenokoitai

(1 Cor 6:9, 1 Tim 1:10)
ESV men who practice homosexuality

KJV effeminate Abusers of themselves 
with mankind

NLT Male prostitutes Practice homosexuality

“Malakoi” = soft. It can mean men who exhibit the 
aspect of femaleness which was scorned upon by 
society. This word may not be conclusive. 



NT
Translation Malakoi

(1 Cor 6:9)
Arsenokoitai

(1 Cor 6:9, 1 Tim 1:10)
ESV men who practice homosexuality

KJV effeminate Abusers of themselves 
with mankind

NLT Male prostitutes Practice homosexuality

“Arsenokoitai” more important. Used twice by Paul in 
1 Cor 6:9 and 1 Tim 1:10



Arsenokoitai
• Not used by writers earlier than Paul/his 

contemporaries
• 2 observations: 
• Appear in list of vices
• Compound word = arsen (male) + koite

(bed)



Arsenokoitai
• Paul could have coined the term based on 

the Septuagint (known as LXX) version of 
Leviticus 18 and 20 (Robin Scroggs)



Arsenokoitai
• In the LXX, ‘arsen’ and ‘koiten’ are in close 

proximity



Arsenokoitai
• Lev 18:22: kai meta arsenos ou koimethese

koiten gunaikeian (LXX)

and you shall not lie with a male with the lying 
of a woman



Arsenokoitai
• Lev 20:13: kai hos an koimethe meta arsenos

koiten gynaikos…(LXX)

and whoever lies with a male with the lying of 
a woman…



Arsenokoitai
• Paul was likely to have Leviticus in mind 

when he coined the word ‘arsenokoitai’
• When these two words are put together, it 

means “a male lying with a male”. 



Arsenokoitai
• Koite carries sexual connotation when found 

in compound forms
v E.g. doulokoites (one who has sex with 

slaves), metrokoites (one who has sex 
with his mother). 

• Arsenokoites may mean one who has sex 
with other males 



NT
Romans 1:26-27
For this reason God gave them up to 
dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave 
up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for their 
error.



NT
Arguments by the re-interpreters:
1) Paul is against heterosexual having homosexual 
sex
i.e. contrary to their natural orientation

2) Paul is against pederasty

Therefore the Romans passage is irrelevant to the 
issue of loving, consensual, monogamous same-
sex relationship.



NT
• Clear that Paul is referring to same-sex 

relationships
• Impt question: why is Paul condemning 

same-sex relationships?



NT
• Note: Paul draws a connection between 

same-sex relationships with the exchanges of 
proper for the improper. 

• Key word: Exchange



NT
• First exchange is mentioned in Rom 1:23
• Instead of worshipping God by exercising 

dominion over the earth and its creatures, 
humans made idols of their fellow 
creatures of the earth and turned their 
back on their Creator.



NT
• Strong allusion to the Creation and Fall 

account
• As a result of the Fall, what God has 

intended for us is now twisted and 
warped. 

• We exchange what is proper for that 
which is improper in our worship.



NT
• Other exchanges triggered:
• v26: females exchange sexual relations 

with males for females; 
• v27: males exchange sexual relations with 

females for males.



NT
“the connection between v23 and v26 
established by the use of the word “exchange” 
emphasises that there is a parallelism between 
the rejection of God and the rejection of 
ordained sexual roles” (TKH, Homosexuality, 
19)



NT
“Difference is exchanged for sameness. The 
relationship of communion with the other -
Creator with creature, mirrored in the 
relationship of males with females (and vice 
versa) in marriage - collapses into a relationship 
of sameness.” (Quek, 10)



NT
• If Paul alludes to the Creation and Fall 

account, he was looking at male-female 
relationships indept of mores of his times.

• Paul is referring to God’s ordained 
relationship in his original design and 
intention for humanity.



NT
Responses to the re-interpreters:
• Use of “contrary to nature” always used for 

same-sex intercourse in ancient writings on 
sexual morality by Roman and Jewish writers. 

• Pt to Gen account -> same-sex intercourse is 
contrary to the design and intention of the 
Creator. 



NT
Responses to re-interpreters:
• Both parties are morally culpable. If 

pederasty, why would Paul blame both 
parties? Also, pederasty was hardly known 
among females then.

• Paul’s language is too general -> 
condemning all same-sex acts including 
consensual ones.



Forgiveness, Transformation, Endurance and Hope in 
Christ



Forgiveness in Christ
• Freedom from the law yet live a life that the 

law attempted to regulate
• The law has no power to save
• Christ gives us his righteousness so that we 

can truly obey



Forgiveness in Christ
• Jesus bears the curse and penalty of God on 

our behalf
• God’s love is revealed
• Forgiveness + new life in God



Forgiveness in Christ
1 Cor 6:9-11: 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? .... But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God.



Forgiveness in Christ
1 Tim 1:8-15: 
Now we know that the law is good.. the law is not 
laid down for the just but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, … But I 
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.



Transformation in Christ
Question:
• Why is God so harsh with us? Is he not cruel 

in not letting us act on our natural orientation 
which is of no fault of ours? 



Transformation in Christ
Response:
• What is natural/not natural is quite irrelevant after 

the Fall. 
• Our inclinations cannot be the yardstick we use to 

measure our conduct. 
• Different parts of the law would be harsh to 

people with different inclinations & backgrounds. 



Transformation in Christ
Question for the Christian community: 
• Do we recognise that we are all on the 

journey of transformation together? 



Transformation in Christ
God is not being cruel. Real cruelty is to leave us as we are 
now
• “our pain – the pain of having our deeply ingrained 

inclinations and desires blocked and confronted by God’s 
demand for purity in the gospel – far from being a sign of 
our failure to live the life God wants, may actually be the 
mark of our faithfulness. We groan in frustration because 
of our fidelity to the gospel’s call…”



Transformation in Christ
God is not being cruel. Real cruelty is to leave us as we are 
now
• “… And though we may miss out in the short run on lives 

of personal fulfilment and sexual satisfaction, in the long 
run the cruellest thing that God could do would be to 
leave us alone with our desires, to spare us the affliction of 
his refining care” (Wesley Hill, Washed and Waiting, p68)



Endurance in Christ
• Christians with SSA are not alone. Many 

Christians struggle with desires they must 
deny 

• May not have any relief or solution this side of 
heaven



Endurance in Christ
• Who suffers the most? Christ
• He is the one who faced temptations and 

never yielded. Jesus knows the full force of 
temptations, unlike those who yielded. 



Endurance in Christ
“Does this mean that everyone who wants to 
share the true humanity of Jesus must be single 
and celibate? No. It does however shift the 
terms of our modern thinking about sexuality...” 
(Hill, 77)



Endurance in Christ
“…It dislodges our assumption that having sex 
is necessary to be truly fully alive. If Jesus 
abstained and if he is the measure of what 
counts as true humanity, then I may abstain too 
– and trust that in so doing, I will not ultimately 
lose.” (Hill, 77)



Hope in Christ
How to deal with real problem of loneliness and 
isolation?
• Option of marriage closed
• Good friends may leave eventually 
• Same-sex friends at arm’s length
• Fear of rejection
• Note: everyone (including married people) 

experience loneliness



Hope in Christ
• Jesus’ love is the greatest. But love cannot 

be at spiritual level. Need real humans – can 
see and touch.
v God’s love must be mediated through 

God’s community, the body of Christ.
v Loneliness mitigated by community and 

friendships (Hill: change the battlefield)



Hope in Christ
• God’s promise: full union and communion in 

the future, a community whose love 
transcends that which is currently found in 
marriage

• Our community can be a foretaste of the 
eschatological community
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Pastoral Perspective
Introduction LGBT Agenda

3 Stages:
1. Desensitising – deactivating alert mechanism 
2. Jamming – win over the public as a victim 

needing protection
3. Conversion – Emotions, Will, and Mind in sync



Pastoral Perspective
As a church, we are reminded that Jesus is the 
primary pastor - who guides us to streams of 
living water, who forgives us our sins and saves 
us, who heals all our hurts, and who brings life 
out of death. (Andrew Purves, Pastoral Theology 
in the Classical Tradition, 5)



Pastoral Perspective: Genuine Healing



Pastoral Perspective: Genuine Healing
Popular possibilities:
1. Becoming heterosexual – what about the 

singles?
2. Sexual orientation change – what about those 

that continued to struggle?
3. Celibacy – Strange and undesirable!

Common issue: 
Upheld marriage as a normative



Pastoral Perspective: Genuine Healing
“It would be a mistake to present celibacy as a 
burden the homosexual person must carry across 
the lonely desert of life under the burning sun -
something imposed from without against his will. 
Celibacy can be interiorly accepted and joyfully 
lived out. Only by accepting the grace of the Holy 
Spirit can one learn to make celibacy his own, to 
see it as a gift and not a burden, to live it as an act 
of love for Christ.” (Unknown Author)



Pastoral Perspective: Genuine Healing
Jesus met the 3 basic needs of the woman:
• The need to be loved
• The need to belong
• The need to be understood 

Genuine healing: Turns the person to the Lord, 
reconciling the person back to God. 



Pastoral Perspective: Genuine Healing

Pastoral Care

Reconciled with 
God

ReorientationHeterosexual Celibacy

Offering 
Friendship



Pastoral Perspective
Friendship (Henri Nouwen):
1. Taking Form – shaped by the opinion of others
2. Forgiving Form – willingness to trust others



Pastoral Perspective
Guidelines for us to consider (Unknown Author):
1. Show delight
2. Learn from them
3. Stop speaking carelessly
4. Stop being God’s moral cop
5. Understand God’s love
6. Challenge personal fear with heart connection
7. Persevere in compassion and grace



Pastoral Perspective
Summary:
• Turn and reconcile person back to God
• Soften the heart with love
• Informed by theological and biblical perspective
• Recognize the intrinsic value of each person
• Restore and enable the person to make choices 

in resisting temptations
• Requires the church to be fellow sojourners


