
“The Man of God”
1 Kings 13:11-24



1 Kings 13:1-2
1 And behold, a man of God went from Judah to
Bethel by the word of the Lord, and Jeroboam stood
by the altar to burn incense.
2 Then he cried out against the altar by the word of
the Lord, and said, “O altar, altar! Thus says the Lord:
‘Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to the
house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the
priests of the high places who burn incense on you,
and men’s bones shall be burned on you.’ ”



1 Kings 12:26-32
26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the
kingdom may return to the house of David:
27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then the heart of
this people will turn back to their lord,
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me
and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah.”



1 Kings 12:26-32
28 Therefore the king … made two calves of
gold, and said to the people, “It is too much for
you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O
Israel, which brought you up from the land of
Egypt!”
29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he
put in Dan.



1 Kings 12:26-32
… 32 Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth
day of the eighth month, like the feast that was
in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar.
So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that
he had made. And at Bethel he installed the
priests of the high places which he had made.



1 Kings 13:8-10
8 …“If you were to give me half your house, I would
not go in with you; nor would I eat bread nor drink
water in this place.
9 For so it was commanded me by the word of the
Lord, saying, ‘You shall not eat bread, nor drink water,
nor return by the same way you came.’ ”
10 So he went another way and did not return by the
way he came to Bethel.



1 Kings 13:21-22
21 and [the old prophet] cried out to the man of God
who came from Judah, saying, “Thus says the Lord:
‘Because you have disobeyed the word of the Lord,
and have not kept the commandment which the Lord
your God commanded you,
22 but you came back, ate bread, and drank water in
the place of which the Lord said to you, “Eat no bread
and drink no water,” your corpse shall not come to
the tomb of your fathers.’ ”



1 Kings 13:23-24
23 So it was, after he had eaten bread and after
he had drunk, that he saddled the donkey for
him, the prophet whom he had brought back.
24 When he was gone, a lion met him on the
road and killed him. And his corpse was thrown
on the road, and the donkey stood by it.
The lion also stood by the corpse.



The Man of God



1 Kings 13:18
18 He said to him, “I too am a prophet as you
are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of
the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with you to
your house, that he may eat bread and drink
water.’” (He was lying to him.)



2 Kings 17:22-23
22 The Israelites persisted in all the sins of
Jeroboam and did not turn away from them
23 until the Lord removed them from His
presence, as He had warned through all His
servants the prophets. So the people of Israel
were taken from their homeland into exile in
Assyria, and they are still there.



1 Kings 13:21-22
21 and [the old prophet] cried out to the man of God who
came from Judah, saying, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Because you
have disobeyed the word of the Lord, and have not kept the
commandment which the Lord your God commanded you,
22 but you came back, ate bread, and drank water in
the place of which the Lord said to you, “Eat no
bread and drink no water,” your corpse shall not
come to the tomb of your fathers.’ ”
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The Man of God

The Old Prophet



1 Kings 13:11-12
11 Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons
came and told him all the works that the man of
God had done that day in Bethel; they also told their
father the words which he had spoken to the king.
12 And their father said to them, “Which way did he
go?” For his sons had seen which way the man of
God went who came from Judah.



1 Kings 13:14-15
14 [the old prophet] went after the man of God, and
found him sitting under an oak. Then he said to him,
“Are you the man of God who came from Judah?”
And he said, “I am.”
15  Then he said to him,
“Come home with me and eat bread.”



1 Kings 13:28-30
28 Then [the old prophet] went and found his corpse
thrown on the road, and the donkey and the lion
standing by the corpse. The lion had not eaten the
corpse nor torn the donkey.
29 And the prophet took up the corpse of the man of
God, laid it on the donkey, and brought it back. So
the old prophet came to the city to mourn, and to
bury him. 30 Then he laid the corpse in his own tomb;
and they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my
brother!”



The Man of God

The Old Prophet

The Judgment (and Mercy) of God



1 Kings 13:31-32
31 So it was, after he had buried him, that he spoke
to his sons, saying, “When I am dead, then bury me in
the tomb where the man of God is buried; lay my
bones beside his bones.
32 For the saying which he cried out by the word of
the Lord against the altar in Bethel, and against all
the shrines on the high places which are in the cities
of Samaria, will surely come to pass.”



2 Kings 23:17-18
17 Then [king Josiah] said, “What gravestone is this
that I see?” So the men of the city told him, “It is the
tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and
proclaimed these things which you have done against
the altar of Bethel.”
18 And the king said, “Let him alone; let no one move
his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the
bones of the prophet who came from Samaria [i.e. the
old prophet].
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The Old Prophet

The Judgment (and Mercy) of God



Thank you Lord, for your judgment,
 and your mercy.  For in Your judgment,

we know that Your Word never fails.
 And in Your mercy, we know that You are Love.



Help us, Lord – this Christmas – to understand
what it means to be radically obedient.
Help us to be obedient, even when Your

commands sound unreasonable, or even strange.
And when we fail, O Lord, forgive us.



Forgive us, because we are slow to understand,
and easily deceived.

Have mercy on us, when we have caused others
to stumble and fall.

As You have shown us mercy,
help us to be merciful.



Father, grant us wisdom and discernment.
Show us how to navigate

the dangers and complexities of life.
Above all, grant us faith to believe Your

promises, and courage to live Your truth.



We pray this in the name of the infant
who was the Son of God,

and the true King of Israel –
Jesus Christ.

Amen.


